Armstrong Rally Report 
Well what an event firstly MASSIVE THANKS TO THE MARSHALS THAT BRAVED THE WEATHER, and the spectators that pushed us out the ditch on SS1!!! And bump started us on SS2 (Oops)……..The event was only a bit of a test for Ade (and me as we had never sat together), who has made his competitive come back after a medical issue earlier this year and a finish would have been nice but was not to be! 

Being at the back were able to ask a few of the front runners what it was like and it didn’t sound too encouraging! Lots of holes, some 106 sized in places!!! 

SS1 – Not a good start, I had bit of brain fade at the ATC and forgot what time I wanted………(Had been a very early start!!!) Got to the start line, Little bit scrappy but we got underway and picked up pace rather sharpish, but then on the 90R after the long straight about mile in all went wrong – Turned in and the car didn’t and straight on into the under growth!! (Who ever was there taking pics would be good to see please) Thanks to those who pushed us out….Started to pick our way round the stage and make notes on where the rough bits were so we could have a better run on SS2!!! 

SS2 – Changed tyres (was runnin on Yokies – to a fresher set) and out again. Went well round the first quarter of the stage. Very well infact, But this time turning in to the “bus stop” (one that was very gravely and rutted on the far side) car turned but didn’t transform sideways motion into forward motion and clouted a bale and stalled, for some reason didn’t want to start again, so marshals bump started us (THANKS AGAIN) got going again and carried on into the bus stoppy bit, but think this is where all the problems began, came out the other side on to the main track and the car was very Skittish diving one way then the other and then driving straight confused us to how all of sudden felt ok again, thought that we may have a puncture, so decided as was only a bit of a day out that we would take a max and get to service and try again on SS3.We didn’t have a puncture so were a bit perplexed!! 

SS3 – Changed on to Dunlops, what a transformation, the car was jus so much better, felt more stable and turned in so much better than the Yokies! But that bloomin bust stop was to cause us problems again. Missed the hole on the inside of the 90R before, coming back on to the main drag, all went wrong, the car became undrivable, shot one way then the other, all over the place before deciding to shoot itself down one of the roads that the off roaders use, so pulled up for a look, and on first glance thought steering arm had bent as we had toe in on one wheel and straight on the other so back in the car to try and get it to service, we found that the Diff works as we kept one wheel on the grassy mud on the inside and used other one to pull us down the road back to service. 

Up on finaly returning to service got the car up in the air and saw the N/S wish bone had bent by about 1 ½” back. So swapped it but this didn’t rectify the problem, this was confusing us as the steering arms were straight!! Only when I turned the Hub to straighten the steering did I think that the steering arms on the struts were bent, but this would have been a massive impact as theyre proper jobbies!!! I then checked the locating lugs on the back of the strut into the hub……O/S ok N/S had snapped off, thus giving no steering and would have given the signs of having a puncture. So basically the hub was moving on it own accord for the strut, 
Game over, so sat in service area getting wet then drying out, and wet again and drying out…..Watching every stage some one else loading up to go home due to mechanical failure. 

