Hutton Kitchens Woodbridge Stages Report

Lee Ashberry and Nathan Marriott do it again 

Fresh from their class victory on the Richard Burns Memorial Rally Local Rally crew of Lee Ashberry (Cropwell Bishop) co-driven by Nathan Marriott (Heanor) partnered up again in the S & L Motors/Syston Motorsport and www.mdx2.co.uk backed Ford Escort MKII to take a brilliant 8th overall and 2nd in class on the Hutton Kitchens Woodbridge Stages held at MOD Woodbridge (Ipswich) a venue that hasn’t been kind to Lee, as terminal engine failure last year halted his charge.

Nathan was on a high, hoping to make it 3 class award trophies out of 3 events in almost as many weeks, as the weekend before he had been navigating in a Peugeot 205 Gti for another fellow motorclub competitor on their own motorclub event, the Harold Palin Memorial Rally at Manby Motorplex in Lincolnshire, and after 75 miles of competition he walked away with the 2nd in class award and club award for top Eastwood and District Motorclub co driver in the up to 1600cc category adding to the 1st in class award Lee and Nathan achieved on the Richard Burns Memorial Rally.

The day was not with out its incidents/problems, with a near miss on Stage 1 when the car that was in front of them got lost in the twisty shrubbery bit and rejoined almost T-Boning the Escort, and the section was scrubbed from the rest of the rally on safety grounds.

An almost coming together with another competitor on the stage and an excursion into the under growth and impact with a tree on Stage 3 bent the steering arm bolt and hindered stage progress dropping them down the order as the car struggled to turn to the right, luckily the pairing was not fat off the end of the stage and were able to limp it out.

This problem was rectified at the service halt after the stage, but time was against the team and working as one the Syston Motorsport service crew managed to get the car fixed in time for the next stage.
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The rest of the rally went with out a hitch and the team were storming back up the leader board, and only missing out to first in class by 3 seconds, after 80miles of competitive stage miles.

Lee said “its been a tough event with some strong competition out there, shame that we lost out by only 3 seconds, but we have finished again, and the car has done well and held out to bring me 2 awards in as many rallies, so I’m pleased after the woes of last year, I’m looking to the next event!”

They would like to extend their thanks the Syston Motorsport service crew that did a sterling job on keeping them running when they had sustained damage from their off earlier in the day.

