Opposite Lock Rally 2008
It was a good battle with Hall/Hudson from the word go with us taking the class lead on SS1, which surprised us considerably, SS2 we extended our lead even further and on the Merge we met up with Team mate and fellow Club member Wright/Stokes and also Roger Ashmead/Gawain Badcock in the Mi16’d 205, so it was a bit of a battle down to the chicane on the exit of the service area.

But SS3 was to be the downfall of the event, with the short sharp downpour before the stage start we were a little bit more slower but not by much on the first lap round, but on the 2nd we caught the focus and he wouldn’t move over, and cost us approx 20 seconds…

SS4 we were battling to regain the class lead, but it was not to be unfortunately but it didn’t slow us down any, we were pushing hard. To try and regain the class lead but it was not to be.

SS5 we managed to get out in front of the focus at the merge and we left him for dead on the straight so we were quiet pleased with that. But we managed to clout the bank on the exit of the water splash just making the car more and more dirty, nothing else thankfully.

SS6 to 9 were uneventful and we were setting times seconds slower or faster than Hall/Hudson so we were pedalling hard!

SS9 under breaking for one of the chicanes a knocking started on the rear, I knew immediately what it was, as I had heard it on my own car on the robin hood in 2005, a shocker was either broken or had come loose…didn’t slow us down any. And on the fast chicane at the top of the venue by the hairpin we clouted the bale and did the door and wing mirror on my side.. But WHY does it have to happen when you have the shortest service time of the day, a frantic dive under the car in service showed that the bolt had fallen out from the shocker mount so a temporary replacement was sourced and we were to be able to carry on. Think it must have been seeing Sam pulling a Moonie at us that scared the bolt out 

We couldn’t make up the distance between us and Hall/Hudson and had to settle with 21st overall and 2nd in class a repeat of last year but not a top 10 finish this time unfortunately. But still we were pleased with the result, Thanks to Nigel for piloting the 205 in a controlled and very sideways at times….

MASSIVE THANKS TO ALL THE MARSHALS AND OFFICIALS THAT BRAVED THE COLD AND WET so that we could go out and have a skid about. All the Arrival and finish crews were pleasant and smiling, which is good considering the weather that was being thrown at them. But what an event. brilliant stage layout, very fast and flowing and nothing like another event held at Manby. 

Thanks to Andy Wright/Andy Stokes for keeping us honest through out the day and was interesting when we were following them, flames out the exhaust, sure you not got a blower under there lol. 

Also a well done to Nigel Hunt/Pat Messer in the bog standard 309. With Nigel making a return to rallying after 15 years of Racing in the 750 MC Stock hatch championships, we think we have him hooked again especially after he caught a car and the racing driver came out in him and he was on a mission to get past, the stories in the service area after were so comical…

